
The	Geography	Teachers’	Association	of	NSW
2016	HSC	Geography	Excellence	Awards	Ceremony	



TOP	TEN	HSC	GEOGRAPHY	AWARDS
STUDENTS SCHOOL

1.	Andreas	Orsmond	 Sydney	Grammar	School

2.	Elise	Diamond Wenona	School

3.	Ash	Clearly Sydney	Grammar	School

4.	Marnie	Elise	Clarkson Abbotsleigh

5.	Declan	Connor	Murdoch The	Kings	School

6.	Rebecca	Diaz Stella	Maris	College

7.	William	Thomas	Thackway Fort	Street	High	School

8.	James	Kalas Sydney	Grammar	School

9.	Sarah	Jean	Healey Abbotsleigh

10.	Elaine	Huynh Meriden	School

TEACHERS

1.	Paul	Corkin	

2	.	Sue	Kerr	

3.	Brett	Marturia

4.	Sean	Kelleher

5.	Drew	Collins

6.	Margaret	Heraghty

7.	Robbie	Begg

8.	Brett	Marturia

9.	?	

10.	Vanessa	Santoro





2016	Arthur	
Phillip	Fieldwork	
Awards



Fieldwork	&	Visual	Presentation	Award

First	Place

Niamh	Elliott-Brennan	

Jhu Htet Maw

Aarthi	Murra

Year	9,	Fort	Street	High	School	

Teacher:	Robert	Begg

Synopsis:	The	LGBT	Community	in	Canterbury

Second	Place

Kristy	Yeats

Yuntao	Jiany

Sarah	Tran

Year	9,	Fort	Street	High	School	

Teacher:	Robert	Begg

Synopsis:	The	art	of	Graffiti	in	Bankstown



Fieldwork	&	Visual	Presentation	Award
Equal	Third	Place

Runkai Hong

Alison	Hwang

Year	9,	Fort	Street	High	School

Teacher:	Robert	Begg

Synopsis:	Epping	Schools	Research	Action	Plan

Equal	Third	Place

Anneka Tan

Year	9,	Meriden	School

Teacher:	Julie	Shannon

Synopsis:	Factors	Causing	Change	in	North	
Strathfield



Fieldwork	& Visual	Presentation	Award
Equal	Highly	Commended

Tilda	Stafford

Year	9,	Meriden	School

Teacher:	Julie	Shannon

Synopsis:	Change	in	the	Leichhardt	Community

Equal	Highly	Commended

Lily	Yang

Year	9,	Meriden	School

Teacher:	Julie	Shannon

Synopsis:	Factors	Causing	Change	in	Burwood



Global	Education	Fieldwork	& Research	– Stage	
4

First	Place

Caitlin	Ping

Year	7,	Irrawang	High	School

Teacher:	Clair	Wotton

Synopsis:	Olympic	National	Park	in	USA



Global	Education	Fieldwork	&	Research	- Stage	5
First	Place

Mia	Specia

Year	10,	St	Mary	Star	of	the	Sea	College	
Wollongong

Teacher:	Lisa	Kendell

Synopsis:	The	Effect	of	Pokémon	Go	on	
Wollongong’s	Local	Economy

Second	Place

Alicia	Baines

Year	10,	St	Mary	Star	of	the	Sea	College	
Wollongong

Teacher:	Lisa	Kendell

Synopsis:	LGBTQ	Community	in	Wollongong



Global	Education	Fieldwork	&	Research	-Stage	
5

Third	Place

Jiselle Perez

Year	10,	St	Mary	Star	of	the	Sea	College	
Wollongong

Teacher:	Lisa	Kendell

Synopsis:	Homelessness	in	Wollongong



Global	Education	Fieldwork	& Research- Stage	5
Equal	Highly	Commended

James	Foster

Jacob	Irlam

Chloe	Jenner

Georgia	Sulis

Telika Willis-Monk

Year	10,	Irrawang	High	School

Teachers:	Catherine	Donnelly	and	Kate	Connor

Synopsis:	Reducing	Food	Miles	at	Irrawang	
High	School

Equal	Highly	Commended

Emma	Ackers

Chloe	Barnes

Georgia	Casumaro

Thomas	Mildren

Nicholas	Oswald

Year	10,	Irrawang	High	School

Teachers:	Catherine	Donnelly	and	Kate	Connor

Synopsis:	Sustainability	at	Irrawang	High	
School- Solar	Panel	Proposal



Global	Education	Fieldwork	&	Research	– Stage	
6

First	Place

Gabriel	Laurence	Van	Duinen

Year	11,	Australian	International	School	
Singapore

Teacher:	Neisha Pratt

Synopsis:	Tioman Island	Rainforest



Dr	Don	Biddle	Issues	in	Australian	
Environments	Fieldwork	Awards
Equal	First	Place

Naomi	Poscoliero

Year	10,	St	Mary	Star	of	the	Sea

Teacher:	Lisa	Kendell

Synopsis:	The	impact	of	urban	development	in	
the	Tramway	Woodland	and	Sandy	Point	area.	

Equal	First	place

Grace	Wong

Year	10,	Tara	Anglican	School	for	Girls

Teacher:	R	Wood

Synopsis:	The	interaction	of	the	physical	and	
human	elements	of	the	coastal	area	in	
Cronulla



Dr	Don	Biddle	Issues	in	Australian	
Environments	Fieldwork	Awards
Equal	Second	Place

Morley	Cromwell

Year	10,	Trinity	Catholic	College	Lismore

Teacher:	Dana	Barnsley

Synopsis:	Household	waste	and	how	the	
household	can	minimise	the	use	of	grocery	
waste	plastic	bags

Equal	Second	place

Charlotte	Sasse

Year	10,	SCEGGS	Darlinghurst

Teacher:	Darryn	Sullivan

Synopsis:	Tourism	in	the	Blue	Mountains



Dr	Don	Biddle	Issues	in	Australian	
Environments	Fieldwork	Awards
Equal	Third	Place

Jia Mc	Laren

Year	10,	Trinity	Catholic	College	Lismore

Teacher:	Dana	Barnsley

Synopsis:	Investigating	the	issue	of	
sustainability	in	the	use	of	tea	bags

Equal	Third	Place

Jishita Sathyanarayanan

Year	10,	Tara	Anglican	School	for	Girls

Teacher:	J	Wong

Synopsis:	Investigating	the	issue	of	coastal	
management	in	Cronulla	



Dr	Don	Biddle	Issues	in	Australian	
Environments	Fieldwork	Awards
Equal	Highly	Commended

Zali Drew

Year	10,	Trinity	Catholic	College	Lismore

Teacher:	Dana	Barnsley

Synopsis:	Sustainability	in	the	use	of	coffee	
pods

Equal	Highly	Commended

Felicty Hickey

Year	10,	Denison	College	Bathurst

Teacher:	Heidi	Waldron

Synopsis:	Stewarts	Mount	Recycling	Facility



Brock	Rowe	Senior	Geography	Project	
First	Place

Lizzy	Mee

Year	11,	Merewether	High	School

Teacher:	Rachel	Tonks

Synopsis:	Impacts	of	the	Bitou	Bush	on	coastal	
areas	in	Newcastle



Brock	Rowe	Senior	Geography	Project	
Equal	Second	Place

Aidan	Lam

Year	11,	Sydney	Grammar	School

Teacher:	Shona	Newall

Synopsis:	The	Lock	Out	Laws	in	Sydney

Equal	Second	Place

Gabriel	Laurence	Van	Duinen

Year:	11,	Australian	International	School	
Singapore

Teacher:	Neisha Pratt

Synopsis:	The	quality	of	the	land	and	water	in	
the	Upper	Kangaroo	River



Brock	Rowe	Senior	Geography	Project	
Equal	Third	Place

Jemma	Harbison

Year	11,	Merewether	High	School	

Teacher:	Rachel	Tonks

Synopsis:	Parking	practices	in	Inner	Newcastle	
and	CBD

Equal	Third	Place

Zahra	Spitznagel-Reeves

Year	11,	St	Mary	Star	of	the	Sea	College

Teacher:	Adam	Everatt

Synopsis:	The	social,	economic	and	
environmental	impacts	of	deer	in	Mt	Kembla



Brock	Rowe	Senior	Geography	Project	
Equal	Highly	Commended

Sally	Adams

Year	11,	SCEGGS	Darlinghurst

Teacher:	Angela	Pizzinga

Synopsis:	The	impacts	of	the	residential	
development	on	Tilba Avenue	Balmain

Equal	Highly	Commended

Caitlyn	Young

Year	11,	Merewether	High	School	

Teacher:	Rachel	Tonks

Synopsis:	The	effect	of	agricultural	practices	
on	the	water	quality	of	the	Williams	River	



Dr	Maurine	Goldston-Morris	
Civic	&	Citizenship	Award

First	Place

Jessie	Dennett

Phebe	Farrawell

Dakota	Gordon

Mitchell	Swan

Year	10,	Irrawang	High	School

Teachers:	Catherine	Donnelly	and	Kate	Connor

Synopsis:	Sustainable	School	Project- Proposal	
to	install	a	water	tank	at	Irrawang	High	School	

Second	Place

Jacobi	Patrick

Marienus Plooy

Hagan	Zak

Year	10,	Irrawang	High	School

Teachers:	Catherine	Donnelly	and	Kate	Connor

Synopsis:	Sustainable	School	Project- Expanding	
Recycling	at	Irrawang	High	School	



Dr	Maurine	Goldston-Morris	
Teacher	Awards

1.	The	GTA	Fieldwork	and	Visual	Presentation

Robert	Begg

Fort	Street	High	School

2.	The	Global	Education	Fieldwork	and	Research

Lisa	Kendell

St	Mary	Star	of	the	Sea	College

3.	The	Dr	Don	Biddle	Issues	in	Australian	
Environments	Fieldwork

Dena	Barnsley

Trinity	Catholic	College	Lismore

4.	The	Brock	Rowe	Senior	Geography	Project	

Rachel	Tonks

Merewether	High	School

5.	The	Dr	Maurine	Goldston-Morris	Civic	and	
Citizenship	Award

Catherine	Donnelly

Irrawang	High	School





The	Geography	Teachers’	Association	of	NSW

Honorary	Life	Membership	Award

Presented	by	Lorraine	Chaffer
President	GTANSW

Detailed	citations	in	the	Conference	Program	

An	Honorary	Life	Membership	is	a	special	award	
recognising	distinguished	service	to	the	
Geography	Teachers	Association	of	NSW.	

The award	is	an	acknowledgement	by	his/her	
colleagues	of	outstanding	contributions	to	the	

Association,	rather	than	positions	held.



PAUL	ALGER
Long	time	GTANSW	member	and	councilor

Positions	held	:	Minutes	Secretary	over	15	years	

Paul	has	given	generously	of	his	time	and	expertise,	
continuously	supporting	GTANSW	activities	such	as	
conferences,	professional	learning	events,	the	
coordination	and	evaluation	of	GTA	resources,	
office	relocation	and	the	marking	of	fieldwork	
projects	for	the	Arthur	Phillip	Awards.	

PTC	Outstanding	Professional	Service	Award	



DR.	GRANT	KLEEMAN
GTANSW	member	and	councilor	1996	- present

Positions	held	include	President,	Vice	president,	
Honorary	Treasurer,	Editor	of	Geography	
Bulletin,	AGTA	Director	and	President.	

Continuous	involvement	in	programs	and	
activities	particularly	conference	organisation	for	
teacher	professional	development	and	HSC	
student	lectures.	Bulletin	editor	and	contributor.	

GTANSW	Fellowship

PTC	Outstanding	Professional	Service	Award	

McDonald	Holmes	Medal	(	Geographical	Society	
of	NSW	&	GTANSW)	



NICK	HUTCHINSON
Long	time	GTANSW	Member	and	councilor

Positions	held	included	President,	Vice	president,	
Secretary	and	Editor	(Geography	Bulletin),	AGTA	
Director	

ACARA	Curriculum	panel

AGTA	Don	Biddle	Friend	of	Geography	Award

GTANSW	Geoff	Conolly	Award	(	Bulletin	articles)

GTANSW	Fellowship

PTC	Outstanding	Professional	Service	Award

McDonald	Holmes	Medal	(	Geographical	Society	
of	NSW	&	GTANSW)	



BARBARA	HEATH	
GTANSW		Member	since	1960

GTANSW	Councilor	1971	– 2013

Positions	held	include:	

Minutes	Secretary	5	years

Program	Committee	for	over	15	years	in	which	
she	took	responsibility	for	organising	venues,	
speakers	and	conference	activities	for	many	
teacher	conferences	and	HSC	student	lectures

GTANSW	Fellowship	awarded	for	distinguished	
service	to	the	Geography	Teachers	Association	of	
New	South	Wales in	1992



DR	SUSAN	BLISS
GTANSW	member	since	1961

GTANSW	Councilor	1981	– 2013

Positions	held	include	GTANSW	Councilor,	President,	Vice	president,	
Editor	(Geography	Bulletin),	AGTA	Director,	Business	Manager	and	
Treasurer.

Continuous	involvement	in	professional	learning	programs	state	wide;	
contributions	to	the	Geography	bulletin;	grant	applications;	production	
of	resources	and	links	to	other	organisations	across	all	scales.

GTANSW	Geoff	Conolly	Award	(	Bulletin	articles)

GTANSW	Fellowship

PTC	Outstanding	Professional	Service	Award

McDonald	Holmes	Medal	(	Geographical	Society	of	NSW	&	GTANSW)	



The	Geography	Teachers’	Association	of	NSW

Geoff	Conolly	Award	

Presented	by	DR	Grant	Kleeman
Vice	President	GTANSW

Detailed	citations	in	the	Conference	Program	

An	award	for	an	outstanding	contribution	
to	the	Geography	Bulletin



The	Geography	Teachers’	Association	of	NSW

Geoff	Conolly	Award
SUSAN	CALDIS



The	Geography	Teachers’	Association	of	NSW

Geoff	Conolly	Award
LORRAINE	
CHAFFER


